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SUBJECT: LAO PGNU CABINET MEETING - APRIL 23, 1975 

1. CABINET SPOKESMAN OUDAY SOUVANNAVONG TOLD THE PRESS 
ON APRIL 24 THAT THE PREVIOUS DAY'S PGNU CABINET MEETING 
WHICH HAD BEEN HELD IN VIENTIANE, HAD LASTED FIVE AND A 
HALF HOURS. THE TWO DEPUTY PRIME MINISTERS PRESIDED. 

2. ROYAL TRIP: THE FIRST ITEM OF BUSINESS WAS THE 
KING AND QUEEN'S VISIT TO SAM NEUA. IT WILL TAKE PLACE 
FROM APRIL 28 TO MAY 4. THEIR MAJESTIES WILL BE ACCOMPANIED 
INTER ALIA BY THE TWO DEPUTY PRIME MINISTERS; MINISTER 

OF INTERIOR PHENG PHONSAVAN (VIENTIANE SIDE) AND MINISTER 
OF RELIGION MAHA KOU SOUVANNAMETHI (LPF). THE PATHET LAO 
HAD DECLINED TO ALLOW REPORTERS TO ACCOMPANY THE ROYAL 
PROGRESS, CITING SPACE LIMITATION IN THE HELICOPTERS TO 
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BE USED IN TAKING THE PARTY FROM LUANG PRABANG TO SAM 
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NEUA. PL WILL, HOWEVER, PERMIT TWO OFFICIALS OF THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION TO MAKE THE TRIP, ONE TO ACT AS 
SPOKESMAN AND THE OTHER AS REPORTER. 

3. "PRG": THE CABINET DECIDED IN PRINCIPLE TORECOGNIZE 

THE "PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF SOUTH VIETNAM" (PRG) BUT THT THE DECISION AS TO WHEN 
THIS RECOGNITION WOULD BE EXTENDED WOULD HAVE TO AWAIT 
THE RETURN OF THE PRIME MINISTER FROM LUANG PRABANG ON 
APRIL 29. LATER, IN ANSWERING A REPORTER'S QUESTION, 

OUDAY SAID THAT DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE GVN HAD 
NOT BEEN CUT AND THAT THE CLOSING OF THE LAO EMBASSY AT 
SAIGON WAS TEMPORARY AND DONE FOR SECURITY REASONS. 

4. MILITARY PROBLEMS: THE CABINET DECIDED IN REGARD TO 
THE RECENT FIGHTING AT NAGNANG-BAN SOUNG AND SALA PHOU 
KOUN-PHOU SOUNG THAT BOTH SIDES SHOULD WITHDRAW THEIR 
FORCES FROM THE TWO AREAS BY APRIL 26. AT THAT TIME 

MIXED TEAMS FROM THE JOINT CENTRAL COMMISSION TO IMPLEMENT 
THE ACCORDS (JCCIA) WOULD VISIT BOTH PLACES TO SEE THAT 
THIS AGREEMENT WAS BEINGCARRIED OUT. 

5. TEACHERS' STRIKE: THE CABINET ISSUED AN ORDER THAT 
THERE BE NO REPRISALS AGAINST PARTICIPANTS IN THE NATION- 
WIDE TEACHERS' STRIKE WHEN THE STRIKERS RETURN TO WORK. 
(COMMENT: WHETHER THE STRIKE IS OVER OR NOT IS UNCLEAR. 

THE GOVERNMENT BELIEVES IT HAS GRANTED THE STRIKERS THEIR 
DEMANDS BUT THERE HAVE BEEN SO MANY HOLIDAYS LATELY IT 
IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY IF THE TEACHERS HAVE DECIDED TO 
RETURN TO WORK.) 

6. REPUBLIC OF CHINA: THE CABINET ISSUED AN ORDER FORBID- 
DING ANY PUBLIC DISPLAY OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA'S FLAG. 

IT ALSO FORBADE DISPLAY OF THE LATE PRESIDENT CHIANG 
KHAI-SHEK’S PORTRAIT NEXT TO THAT OF THE KING AND THE 
ISSUING, BY CHINESE SCHOOLS, OF CERTIFICATES BEARING THE 
ROC FLAG OR CHIANG'S PICTURE. 

7. AID TRIP: MINISTER OF ECONOMY AND PLAN SOTH PHETRASY 
(LPF) REPORTED ON HIS AID-SEEKING EXPEDITION TO POLAND 
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AND MONGOLIA. 

8. DIKES: FINALLY, THE CABINET AUTHORIZED AN EXPENDITURE 
OF 7 MILLION KIP TO BUILD A DIKE ALONG THE MEKONG FROM 
BAN HOM TO SITHANE TAY (VIENTIANE PROVINCE). THE MINIS- 
TERS EXPRESSED HOPE THAT CONSTRUCTION WOULD BE COMPLETED 
BY THE START OF THE RAINY SEASON. 

CHAPMAN 
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